THE   QUESTING   BEAST
justice for his people was General Agha Petros, the former
commander-in-chief of the Assyro-Chaldeans. Agha Petros,
who had been trained in a Russian military academy, had
gained a great military reputation during the war by the
way in which his army of mountaineers had beaten Turkish
divisions and driven them north from Mosul. He had
also been able to enfilade and hold back the Turks, thereby
letting through General Dunsterville's force that came up
the west of the Caspian Sea to Baku. In 1915 Petros had
been promised independence for his country by the British,
French and Russians, on condition he threw in his lot with
the Allies instead of the Turks. This he did, and the result
is that to-day he has been exiled by the British from his
own country, denied repayment of money owed to him
by the British Government, and had his own troops turned
into so-called Iraq levies, officered by British officers, whose
job it is to keep the oil-wells of Mosul safe from the Turks
for their shareholders.
I did my best for Agha Petros at Lausanne, and trans-
lated into intelligible English some of his speech that he
delivered to a sub-committee of the Conference. I did my
best for him later with the Conservative Government, with
no result, and we both waited till 1939 for justice to be
granted him in his personal claim. But the Labour
Government could not be bothered and said the matter
had been looked into before, which I knew full well. But
would they look into it? There was really no need.
That was their decision, and thus it remains. It seemed
to me incredible that a Labour Government could take that
attitude, but I was soon to learn that other cases of injustice
were to be treated in the same way.
After Agha Petros' speech at the Conference he wrote
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